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1. General remarks
on international migration



… for one or several reasons
… once or several times
… one-way or circular
… temporary or permanent
… voluntary or forced
… national or international

… a messy phenomenon

… the most difficult demographic factor to forecast

Migration is…
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2. Approaching migrant
generations and families



First generation Second generation

1 1.25 1.5 1.75 2 2.5

Age of 

migration

Any, or 18 

years and 

above

13-17 years 6-12 years 0-5 years Not migrant Not migrant

Country of

birth

Foreign Foreign Foreign Foreign Host Host

Parents

country of 

birth

Foreign Foreign & 

host

Migrant Generations

Source: Ruben Rumbaut. Ages, Life Stages, and Generational Cohorts: Decomposing the Immigrant First

and Second Generations in the United States.

International Migration Review, Vol. 38, No. 3, pp. 1160-1205, Fall 2004



Migrant Families

• Migrant families often
include family members of 
different migrant
generations.

• Individual family members
face different integration
experinces and challenges.

• Migration may significantly
change family dynamics
compared to stay in ”home 
country”.



Family & migration

• Family formation
a resident national or foreigner
marries a foreigner of sponsors
that individual for admission or
for status change

• Family reunification
Family members migrate after
the arrival of a principal migrant
who sponsors their admission. The
family ties predate the arrical of 
the principal migrant.

• Accompanying family
Family members are admitted
together with the principal
migrant.

• International adoption
a resident national or foreigner
adopts a child of foreign
nationality resident abroad.

Source: https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/familienmigration 



Transnationalism & Diasporas

• Transnationalism

Connections to ”country of 
origin”

Remittances: financial and 
social

Families and source for 
spouses

• Diaspora

Long lasting ties with the
”homeland”; either real of 
imagined.

Religious, cultural, political…

States today interested of 
their diasporas



Case: Finnish Americans



3. Migrant generations
and families in Europe













EU, Year 2014



Distribution of EU households by migration status of a household, EU, 2014, %



4. Migrant families 
as sites of generational 
debates and struggles



Migrant families

• Indian and Nepalese families
in Finland

- we interviews women who
migrated after their husbands
- ICT professionals and 
restausrant owners
- ICT: English environment, 
looking forward to re-
emigrate
- Restaurant: Finnish
environment, myth of return



Findians: A historical curiosity, 
or not?

Most Findians live on reservations. 
They tend to feel closer to their 
Native American roots than to their 
Finnish heritage. Links with Finland 
have withered, and the majority 
have never visited. On the 
reservations there is a lot of 
poverty, drug problems and 
unemployment. The reservation is 
no longer, however, a synonym for 
poverty. There’s now more pride in 
their roots, and there’s no longer 
shame attached to a Findian
identity.



5. Conclusion



Migrant families

• Migrant families are often
composed of individuals with
different generational
characteristics

• This makes migrant families
sites of different integration
pathways

• Transnational connections
may be significant for family
dymanics



Future visions for 2030

• We can be certain that migration will
continue

• Great uncertainties about how
Political responses play major role in 
the short term

• Some experts gathered and provided
the following alternatives for 2030

• Source: Friendrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Global Future and International 
Organization for Migration (2017) Tomorrow’s Worlds of Migration and 
Mobility. Geneva.
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Thank you!

www.migrationinstitute.fi


