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There is no substitute for the family — it is an irreplaceable gift to society.
Worldwide concern about the problems families are facing promotes the vital
need to empower the family and help it rediscover its innate abilities and
potentialities. The family is not an agent which receives only but which has a
lot to give and this makes it a potential stakeholder in policy making. Rather
than implement policies which penalize the family, states are duty bound to
implement family friendly policies.

The conference will therefore focus on ways to sustain and empower the
family. It will provide a forum for sharing ideas and new initiatives. Keynote
presentations from different parts of the world, backed up by workshops
allowing participants to share and learn experience and skills, will form the
major part of this conference.



EMPOWERING FAMILIES AS SUSTAINABLE
PARTNERS IN SOCIAL POLICY

The International Commission on Couple and Family R  elations, in
collaboration with Cana Movement Malta, extends an invitation to participate
in its 2010 International Conference to members of all those professions
concerned with the welfare of people in their family settings.

Once again, the Commission will offer a unique forum in which legislators,
policy makers, legal experts, researchers, counsellors, social workers, family
therapists and those responsible for the delivery of front-line services to
couples and families, from countries throughout the world, can join in an
examination of influences affecting couples and family life today.

The research findings and practice developments of leading specialists will be
presented. International networking between members of participants’ own
professions will be enriched by opportunities for interdisciplinary dialogues
and collaboration, and the chance to understand more about approaches
being adopted in other cultural settings.

Individuals and organisations involved in couple and family counselling and
therapy, family organisations, research, social policy, family-related legislation
and legal processes, relationship education, and the provision of welfare
services are invited to participate in this important conference.

CANA MOVEMENT MALTA

For over 50 years, Cana Movement’s main priority has been to render its
services to the Maltese family. Our services are addressed to help young
people in their preparation for marriage, and to accompany families
throughout their married life. However this does not stop us from assisting
couples who find stumbling blocks in their relationship.

Cana engages in:

» Training facilitators for Marriage Preparation Courses, Natural Family
Planning teachers and Counsellors

* Providing on-going training/formation through seminars and conferences for
its teachers, facilitators, counsellors and members

» Carrying out research and work on manuals/textbooks on educating in
couple

relationships

 Organising marriage preparation courses, enrichment meetings for married
couples and national and international conferences

» Sending via email, the ‘Family Update’ to Church, Government and other
local

organisations, with the aim of keeping them abreast with current family issues
* Providing counselling service by trained counsellors and professional
psychologists

» Offering the services of a number of support groups
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EMPOWERING FAMILIES AS SUSTAINABLE PARTNERS IN SOCIAL POLICY

57th International Conference, Qawra Malta

PROGRAMME

Friday 12th March 2010

08.30 - 09.00

09.00 - 09.45

09.45 -10.45

10.45-11.15

11.15-12.45

12.45 -14.00

14.00 - 15.30

15.30 - 16.00

16.00 - 17.00

18.30

Registration & Welcome Drink

Welcome & Conference Opening

Welcome by Chair of ICCFR, Terry Prendergast

Rev Dr Joseph Mizzi introduces The Honourable John
Dalli, Minister for Social Policy

Keynote Presentation 1

"The Family in the Dock: the Maltese experience"

His Honour The Chief Justice Vincent A De
Gaetano (Malta)

Chaired by: Anne Berger, ICCFR Board (USA)
Coffee Break

Discussion Groups: Session 1

Lunch

Workshops 1to 6

Coffee Break

Keynote Presentation 2

A presentation around the topic of the conference
presenting a French perspective and experiences
in France of providing support and engaging
families in that process.

Hubert Brin (France)

Chaired by: Chantal Lebatard, ICCFR Board
(France)

Departure from hotel for reception hosted
by The Minister for Social Policy held at Palazzo
Castellania, Valletta



Saturday 13th March 2010

09.00 - 10.00

10.00 - 10.45

10.45-12.15

12.15-13.45

13.45-15.30

15.30 - 16.00

16.00 -17.30

18.30

Keynote Presentation 3

“Supporting families using community strengths”
Richard Hickey (Ireland)

Chaired by: Louis Camilleri (Malta)

Coffee Break

Discussion Groups: Session 2

Lunch

Poster Presentation

Coffee Break

Workshops 7-13

Departure from hotel for reception hosted by the

Minister for Justice and Home Affairs held at
Auberge d’ Aragon, Valletta

Sunday 14th March 2010

09.00 - 10.30

10.30 - 11.00

11.00 - 11.45

11.45-12.00

12.00 -12.30

12.30 - 14.00

15.00

Discussion Groups: Session 3
Coffee Break
Discussion Group Feedback

Address by The Honourable Carmelo Mif  sud
Bonnici, Minister for Justice and Home Affairs

Conference Closing:
Closing address by Chair, Mr Terry Prendergast
Official invitation to the 2011 Conference in Belgium

Lunch

Guided tour around Malta sponsored by the
Malta Tourism Authority



KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS AND SPEAKERS

Friday 12th March 2010

Keynote Presentation 1

"The Family in the dock: the Maltese experience"

Speaker: His Honour The Chief Justice Vincent A De Gaetano

Son of the late Vincent and of Annie Montanaro, Vincent Anthony Degaetano was
born in Sliema in August of 1952. He received his primary education at St. Joseph’s
Convent School (Sliema) and his secondary education at the Jesuit College of St.
Aloysius (1961-1968) and at the Junior College of the Royal University of Malta
(1968-1970). In 1974 he obtained his Diploma of Notary Public from the Royal
University of Malta and in the following year he graduated as Doctor of Laws from the
same University with a dissertation on dual nationality in international law. He was
called to the Bar in January of 1976, and after a few months of private practice
proceeded as a Commonwealth Scholar to the University of Cambridge (Gonville and
Caius College) where he read criminology and public law, obtaining his Diploma in
Criminology in 1977.

Dr Degaetano joined the Attorney General's Office in Malta in July of 1979 as a
Senior Counsel for the Republic; he was appointed Assistant Attorney General in
August 1988 and Deputy Attorney General in July 1989. In March 1994 he was
appointed Judge of the Superior Courts (with duties mainly in the Criminal Court and
Court of Criminal Appeal), and on the 26 August 2002 was appointed Chief Justice.
As Chief Justice he also became President of the Constitutional Court, of the Court of
Appeal and of the Court of Criminal Appeal, and Deputy Chairman of the
Commission for the Administration of Justice.

Chief Justice Degaetano has published several articles on legal subjects both in local
and foreign journals. Between 1986 and 1988 he was a visiting lecturer in sociology
of deviance and law in the Department of Social Studies of the University of Malta
and at the Institute of Philosophy and Human Studies of the Faculty of Theology of
the Archdiocese of Malta. Between 1987 and 1991 he was Visiting Lecturer in
criminal law and law of criminal procedure in the Faculty of Laws of the University of
Malta, becoming a regular Lecturer in 1991 and Senior Lecturer in January of 1994
(on a non-remunerative basis since his appointment to the Bench in March of 1994).
After his appointment as Chief Justice the post was converted into an Honorary
Senior Lectureship.

Chief Justice Degaetano has also represented Malta on several committees
of the Council of Europe and has also participated in Council of Europe
missions to Armenia and Azerbaijan. He was also Chairman of the Steering
Committee on Legal Co-Operation (CDCJ) and of the Multidisciplinary Group
on Corruption (GMC) of the Council of Europe, and also helped in the setting
up of the Group of States Against Corruption (GRECO) of the Council of
Europe. Between 1980 and 1987 he was a regular contributor to, and local
correspondent of, the Commonwealth Law Bulletin. Chief Justice Degaetano
is also a founding member of the Association of Judges and Magistrates of Malta. He
is married to Marie-Therese Ambrogio and has two daughters.
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Keynote Presentation 2

A presentation around the topic of the conference p resenting a French
perspective and experiences in France of providing support and
engaging families in that process.

Speaker: Hubert Brin

Saturday 13 March 2010

Keynote Presentation 3

“Supporting families using community strengths”

The Family and Community Services Resource Centre Programme has been
supported by the Irish Government through the Family Support Agency for more than
10 years. During this time the number of core-funded groups (Family Resource
Centres) (FRCs)) has increased from 25 to 107. This reflects the fact that FRCs are
popular in local communities and that there is a need on the ground for community-
based approaches to family support. FRCs work within the cupped model of family
support, locating the children and family within their immediate community and the
wider context of local services and national policy. FRCs are developed in such a
way that there are high levels of community ownership of centres in local areas and
high levels of community participation in all their processes.

FRCs are ideally located to provide easy accessibility to a range of services. Their
presence in the community is non-stigmatising. Work in FRCs is also targeted at
vulnerable and hard-to-reach groups in the community. FRCs provide a social
network which would otherwise not be available in isolated areas and areas of
disadvantage.

The emphasis in the projects is on the involvement of the local communities and on
creating successful partnerships between the voluntary and statutory agencies in the
area of family support.

The FRC model encourages the sharing of resources, thereby reducing the need for
the Government to provide individual supports to various organisations and
community groups.

Speaker: Richard Hickey (Ireland)

Dick was Managing Director of CIBA-Geigy Ireland Ltd, part of the Swiss based
multinational chemical co. for 20 years until the company merged with Sandoz in
1996 to form the new pharmaceutical company Novartis. At the time of the merger
Dick took early retirement and worked as a consultant to Novartis for 2 years before
becoming involved in the voluntary and community sector. Dick became Executive
Director of St. Brigid's Family and Community Centre in Waterford in 1999.

St. Brigids provides a range of Family Support services to Waterford city, including
adult and relationship counselling, play therapy and all aspects of childcare.
Additionally, their Family Resource Centre, using community based approaches,
provides family support to the Inner City area of Waterford; an area designated as
requiring special support by the Irish government.

Dick is a member of the boards of the Family Resource Centres National Forum, the
National Community and Voluntary forum and Waterford City Development Board.
He is also a member of the Board of the Family Support Agency.
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WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTERS

Friday 12 March 2010

Workshop 1: “Intergenerational Issues in Contemporary Indian So ciety”

Presenter :  Parul Dave, Retired professor, Department of Human
Development & Family Studies, The M. S. University  of Baroda
(India)

Societal changes in India have impacted the structure, functions and values of the
family as an institution, affecting the intergenerational relationships. Government and
non Government efforts to strengthen the family will be reviewed.

This Workshop is sponsored by the ICCFR Trust through a generous grant from the
Association of American Matrimonial and Family Lawyers Foundation

Workshop 2: “Families and Disability Issues”

Presenter: Ms Vickie Gauci , Principal Occupational Therapist,
National Commission Persons with Disability (Malta)

Through contributions from couples/families with different disability realities, this
workshop will be exploring contemporary disability issues and their impact on families
today, and will identify solutions that may guide policies for the future.

Workshop 3: “The Family and the State: Intergenerational Transf  ers in Europe”

Presenters: Dr Martina Brandt, Senior Researcher ( Sociology), Mannheim
Research Institute for the Economic of Ageing MEA ( Germany)
Dr des Christian Deindl, Scientific Assistant (Soci ology),
University of Zurich, Institute of Sociology (Switz erland)

On the basis of the Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement (SHARE) we
will examine intergenerational transfers between older parents and their
adult children in Europe ranging from North to South and West to East.
The aim is to find out about “best practice examples” concerning the
co-operation between family and state.

Workshop 4: "Education workshop for the parents: Ad ding value to personal
education potential”

Presenter:  Mrs Marie de Blic, volunteer engaged on family policy and family
associations for the last 10 years, graduated in La  w, and works
part time for the Department of Health (France)

Teams of ten people meet once a month to talk about a specific education-related
subject, chosen by all participants. Each workshop team has both a chairperson and
a moderator, volunteers, trained by professionals.



Workshop 5: “Mental Wellbeing: The Families’ Perspective?”

Presenters:  Ms Dolores Gauci, Chief Executive Officer — Richmon d
Foundation (Malta)
Ms Victoria Said, Home Support Service Coordinator- Richmond
Foundation (Malta)

The workshop will explore what is the current situation with regards to the mental
health of Maltese families, their strengths, weakness, opportunities and threats. This
will take in consideration the whole spectrum of mental health care from the
preventive aspect to the curative.

Workshop 6: “Increasing the strengths of families. Parenting support in
Flanders, Belgium”

Presenters:  Mr Steven Strynckx, Executive EXPOO, Criminologist (Be  Igium)
Ms Nele Travers, Executive EXPOO, Educational Psy chologist
(Belgium)

In Flanders many different strategies to support parents are developed: not only to
help families with severe problems, also in creating an environment where ‘every
parent’ can find a support that fits his needs. In the workshop we focus on the
different kinds of parenting support: with the engagement of the local authorities,

the creation of ‘parenting shops’ in the 14 largest cities and extra support for families
at risk.



Saturday 13th March 2010

Workshop 7: “Family Policies as a cornerstone of social policy a  cross Europe.
The interplay of public authorities with other stak eholders.”

Presenter: Dr Fred Deven, scientific director , Kenniscentrum WVG
Department for Well-Being, Public Health & Family ( Belgium)

How can knowledge of family policy processes be helpful to improve the quality of
welfare services as well as to support stakeholders in their efforts to enhance the
well-being of families (especially at risk of poverty)?

Workshop 8: “Key issues for training professionals to support couples and
families affected by unemployment”

Presenter: Ms Christel Buss Twachtmann, Head of Training and s  enior
Couple psychoanalytic psychotherapist, lecturer and supervisor
at the Tavistock Centre for Couple Relationships (T CCR)
(England)

The workshop will use clips from an unemployment DVD as well as clinical material
to highlight the often hidden and wide ranging effects of unemployment on the couple
and the family in order to open a discussion and exploration of the nature of support
families need. We will also want to ask what kind of training can be provided to
increase awareness and skills of the professionals that come into contact with those
affected by unemployment to increase the effectiveness of their interventions.

Workshop 9: “Nigeria: Restructuring family ties for better mari tal life in a
changing world”

Presenter:  Rev. Chidi Igwe, Clergy, The Presbyteri  an Church of Nigeria .

The aim of this paper is to induce those norms, values and ethics that formed the
bedrock of successful and blissful marital relationship in Nigeria to a cultured society
and their relevance to attaining better stability in the family and more fulfilling
relationship in a changing world

This Workshop is sponsored by the ICCFR Trust through a generous grant from the
Association of American Matrimonial and Family Lawyers Foundation

Workshop 10: “The Contribution of Personal and Soci al Development (PSD)
towards Stronger Family Relationships”

Presenters: Ms Amanda Caruana, PSD Teacher, Presid ent of the PSD
Teachers’ Association (Malta)
Ms Charlene Mifsud, PSD Teacher, Vice-President of the PSD
Teachers’ Association (Malta)

The PSD Teachers' Association in Malta will conduct a research with Maltese
students to explore the contribution of Personal and Social Development (PSD) in
building stronger family relationships. The study will try to explore what adolescents
think about the family and how its’ changing role is affecting them in their intra and
interpersonal skills.
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Workshop 11: “Couples’ choice of a church-led couns elling service: an
exploration of personal and contextual influence s”

Presenters: Ms Roberta Zahra de Domenico Clinical Psychologist Fam  ily
Therapist (Malta),
Mr Pierre Cachia, Counselling Psychologist, Psychot herapist
(Malta)

The aim of this workshop is to present and discuss our understanding of how the
Cana Counselling Service (Malta) fits cultural expectations and the appeal to couples
seeking assistance. Data from interviews is used to support our understanding of the
dynamics involved.

Workshop 12 : “Sound values in different Family context”

Presenter: Ms Anna Micallef, Prevention Facilitato  r, Caritas (Malta)
Dr Damian Spiteri, Social Worker, Caritas, and a Se  nior Lecturer in
Health and Social Care at MCAST (Malta College of A rts, Science
and Technology) (Malta)

The family in today's society is presenting itself in different forms to the traditional
family; the challenge is to maintain the sound values the children require within such
different contexts. We have a role to play in supporting these families to take up the
challenges that present themselves and bring up their children in a family
environment that is conducive to positive growth and development.

Workshop 13: “Representing Children in Legal Proce edings"

Presenters: Ms Anne L. Berger, Family Law, Fellow  in the American Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers and Fellow of the Internatio nal Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers (USA)

Ms Anita I. Rodarte, Family Law and Fellow in the A merican
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (USA)

Ms Suzanne Harris, Family Law, Fellow in the Americ  an Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers and Fellow of the Internatio nal Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers (USA)

Children are often involuntarily involved in legal proceedings. This workshop will
explore the role of attorneys who represent them in the context of both criminal
(delinquency) proceedings and in civil proceedings when parents are either battling
over their custody or are unable to care for them.
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ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

The conference will be held at New Dolmen Hotel, Qawra — Malta
www.dolmen.com.mt

Languages
The Working Language of the conference will be English. Translation will be
available for keynote presentation 2 by Hubert Brin from France.

Keynote Papers
These will address the central issues raised by the conference’s subject and provide
input for plenary discussion and groupwork.

Workshops
Specialists working in different countries and disciplines focus on specific aspects of
the conference subject and facilitate international comparisons and debates.

Discussion Groups

The 2010 Conference Programme includes a series of three Discussion Group
sessions.

Similar series of sessions have been a highly appreciated feature of ICCFR
Conferences for many years. The sessions offer conference participants the
opportunity to give detailed consideration to the themes and issues raised by
Keynote speakers and Workshop presenters. This will happen with people from other
countries and other professions.

To be successful, the groups need participants to commit themselves to regular
attendance. Participants will be allocated to specific groups in order to ensure a good
mix of nationalities and professions. Because groups will be of mixed nationality we
ask all to be sensitive to the needs of colleagues whose first language is not the
working language of the conference.

Each group will have a Facilitator. Facilitators will help to ensure that everyone’s
experiences and viewpoints are heard while helping the members to deal with the
conference’s main themes. Groups can submit recommendations if they wish. There
will be a chance for individual group members to state their points of view on
conference themes during a final plenary session. However, the detail of groups’
discussions will be confidential to their members.

Poster Presentations
Poster Presentations with brief oral presentations will be held on Saturday 13" March
2010 from 13.45 to 15.30.

Visa Information

Visas take time to process so participants should ¢ heck if a visa is required

and, if necessary, apply as soon as possible.

If you require a visa to attend the conference, you can obtain further information from
the following webpage: http://www.foreign.gov.mt under “Services”.

The following information is required for a visa application:
Full Name;

ID number;

Passport number;

Country of Citizenship;

Full address;
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Dates of arrival and departure (i.e. flight details).

If you require a letter confirming the conference details, please contact: Fr Joseph
Mizzi, Director of Cana Movement. Email: josephmizzi@yahoo.com

If you require further assistance, please contact Ray Baldacchino

Email: maltaconf@onvol.net

Bursaries and Financial Support

A small number of travel grants and bursaries are available for those participants
whose agencies are unable to give them financial support to attend the Conference.
For details, please apply to the ICCFR Chair, Terry Prendergast. Email:
terry@marriagecare.org.uk

Participants’ List

This will be available to participants at the conference. Please specify when registering if
you do not wish your details to be included.

A Certificate of Attendance at the conference will be issued on request

Conference Fees
Fee includes:
- registration for the conference
- transfer from airport to hotel
- social events
- ICCFR Membership fee for 1 year
- 3 nights half board accommodation at the New Dolmen Hotel, Qawra

Accommodation

The New Dolmen Hotel,
Dolmen Resort Hotel
Qawra, St.Paul's Bay
SPB 2402 Malta, Europe
www.dolmen.com.mt

Tel: +356 2355 2355
Fax: +356 2355 5666
Email: maltaconf@onvol.net
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CONFERENCE FEES & REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Conference Registration : Conference Information
Please contact:

Ray Baldacchino

the completed registration Email: maltaconf@onvol.net
form to:

Terry Prendergast, ICCFR
Email: terry@marriagecare.org.uk

Ray Baldacchino

Conference Organiser Claire Missen. ICCER
Email: maltaconf@onvol.net Email: cmisse’n@eircom.net

Conference Fees

Travelling participants:
The conference fee includes: registration; transport from the airport to the hotel; social
evenings; 3 nights half board accommodation; ICCFR membership fee for 1 year
Cost: 400 euro if room is for sole use

352 euro/per person if two people sharing

Local Participants:

85 euros

The above fees include registration and all conference material, full participation in the
conference programme including lunch and dinners for Friday & Saturday but excluding
Sunday lunch.

100 euros

The above fees include registration and all conference material, full participation in the
conference programme including lunch and dinners for Friday & Saturday and Sunday
lunch.

Late Bookings:

As from 1 * February 2010 the fees will increase as follows:
Travelling participants: 50 euro

Local participants: 15 euro

Extra nights Accommodation Costs:
50 euro per night for room used for sole use
35 euro per person per night if two people sh  aring.

Please indicate when registering whether you will be requiring extra
night's accommodation.
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PAYMENT METHODS:

Bank Details

Bank Name Bank of Valletta

Address Republic Str., Valletta. Malta. Europe
Branch Republic Street

/Account Name Perfect Organising Co Ltd

/Account number 40011983448

'SWIFT/BIC Code VALLMTMT

IBAN No. (For European MT13VALL22013000000040011983448
Countries)

Bank drafts, personal, travellers' or company chequ es will not be accepted

Terms of Cancellation

Participation cancelled by 15th January 2010: fees refundable with a deduction of 50
euro for administrational expenses.

Participation cancelled between 15th January and 15th February 2010: there will be
a 50% refund.

No refund for cancellations received after 15th February 2010.

Cancellations of any kind are to be made in writing to Perfect Organising at
maltaconf@onvol.net

All refunds will be made after the Conference at the exchange rate of that date.
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TRANSPORT — LOCAL INFORMATION — TOURISM

Conference Venue:

New Dolmen Hotel, Qawra — Malta www.dolmen.com.mt
Merging almost seamlessly with neighbouring Bugibba, Qawra extends
southwards from St Paul's Bay, linking it with Salina Bay around the next
peninsular. The New Dolmen Hotel, named after the Neolithic remains found
nearby, is the most luxurious hotel in the St Paul's Bay area. Interestingly, the
archaeological remains now form part of the well-landscaped hotel grounds

and make an unusual addition to the place

Travel information from the New Dolmen Hotel to the Airport:
Travel options: Taxi

Cost: approximately 28 euro

Frequency: a phone call away!

Tourism Information

www.Visitmalta.com

A guided tour around Malta sponsored by the Malta T ourism Authority will be
held on Sunday 14th March 2010 at 3pm.

For information regarding the climate in Malta plea  se use the following link.
http://www.holidays-
malta.com/malta_pages/weather.htm#Weather%20in%20Malta%20in%20Mar
ch
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